
Nicholas Saunderson Maths Trail 
Nicholas Saunderson Facts…. 

Nicholas Saunderson was born in Thurlstone in 1682. 

He went blind as a young boy and learned to read 
and write by feeling the letters on the gravestones in 
this churchyard. 

He worked hard and became a brilliant 
mathematician, and then a Professor at Cambridge 
University. 

Nicholas died in 1739 at the age of 57. 

Find and Add….. 
In the churchyard of St John’s in Penistone are some millstones with dates on; find 
the dates below and then add up the total: 

Penistone becomes an independent parish …………. 

Market Charter granted …………. 

Penistone “Thursday” Market Charter granted …………. 

Penistone 29 arch viaduct built …………. + 

Total: …………. 

How many windows are there in 
St Johns Church? 

How many arches are there 
inside the church? 

How many faces are there on 
the panels of the St Johns 
Gardens archway? 

Find some numbers on one of the gravestones 
and draw them, How many years old is the 
grave?


